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What stands in the way of women being equal to men?
1. After watching the film, discuss the role of gendered cultural expectations in different parts of the world.  Where are the similarities and difference that you notice as you watch the different narratives about gender expectations?
In Jordan, women are not allowed to play sports or interact with young men of their age because of a social tradition kept in place by their fathers.  They also may not marry without their father's approval, and must always obey their parents' strict rules.  This is not the case in other parts like the United Kingdom where girls have considerable freedom to choose their partners without having to seek permission from their parents. In countries like Lesotho, there is a culture that demands men to pay money and cows in exchange for girls which is similar to various countries in Africa. In Jordan as well as in the United Kingdom, young men are allowed to smoke, leave home and can even come back home later, they can watch pornographic material, but girls in these two countries are not expected to show this kind of behavior at all. In London, girls as young as sixteen are allowed to have boyfriends and also can have sex, on the contrary, young girls in Jordan can be killed if their parents learned that they were having sexual affairs or even were seen with boys and other notorious girls. In Lesotho, girls would be seen as disrespectful if they go to parties, speaking out in class.
On the contrary, girls in Iceland are allowed to go to parties and can come back home even beyond mind night. Just as it is in Lesotho, girls in London are not allowed to be outside beyond eight in the evening 
2. How do families shape gender expectations? Cite two specific examples and explain.
When a new baby is born, the parents are concerned about whether it is a boy or a girl. Gender assignment for children is a significant social identity that influences the lives of children as they grow.  As they grow, boys and girls spend considerable time with their families at home being guided by their parents and older siblings.  The first lessons about gender are passed to the children by their parents. Through role modeling and encouragement, parents end up influencing the gender development of their children. Parents in some parts of the world play a key role in instilled gender-typed expectations that lead to different perceptions regarding the personality traits of boys and girls. In some countries like Lesotho, boys are expected to be aggressive even from a young age while Girls in countries like Jordan are expected to be soft. Mira's father from Jordan says that girls should be encouraged to take part only in soft games while boys can get involved in rough ones like football. Parents as well as the family at large shapes the gender expectations of their children through role modeling. For instance, in Lesotho women are expected to stay at home, take care of children, do cleaning and such other duties as expected of them as parents. As children grow and see the role that their mothers have, they will, for girls, adopt the same kind of roles. On the other hands, boys will grow up to do what their fathers do. 
3. Using examples from the film, what role does social policy or culture play in this process?  What about the role of media?  Explain. 
Culture has had a great influence on how women are treated in various parts of the world. For instance, in Lesotho, there is a culture whereby women are exchanged for money and cows. It is for this reason that women have to be submissive to their husband since they are their assets. They have to do all the household chores as well as looking after the children. At the same time, men in Lesotho are seen as the sole providers or breadwinners for their families, and hence they cannot marry women who earn more money than men. In Jordan, women are viewed as soft and weak vessels which should be protected by parents and siblings. In Iceland, the culture there supports equal rights for both boys and girls.
In most cases, the media has been accused of being biased towards male sex. It is not because they say anything negative about girls or anything good about boys, but it is because they cover news on gender discrimination by always showing how girls are suppressed by culture and how boys are uplifted. Today, most media houses are making efforts to cover the news of neglected communities which still believe in traditional values which suppress the rights of women. 
4. In your opinion, explain how unequal or stereotypical gender role expectations can be resolved to achieve gender equality and justice.  
There is a need to fight the phenomenon of gender stereotypes in several facets; In-laws and practices, vocabulary and languages, justice systems, education, and media. In the context of the family, the society and community as well as at the national levels we have to take the initiative to create enabling environment, individual champions, specific systems and institutions and well as role models to steer the topic of gender equality throughout the world. Each country should up with temporary measures that include quotas in law enforcement agencies, parliaments, judiciary, corporate sector, political parties, and the executive so that the percentage of women can be raised to higher levels which are equal to those of men. Initiatives should be taken to ensure that women are properly represented in media and the perception of their proactive role in the media should also be changed. Women should be given more roles in the leadership and participation in faith and religious-based organizations so that they may stimulate a gender-sensitive perspective of cultural and religious norms, customs and texts. The educations curriculum should be changed to one that equates the role and rights of boys and girls from childhood to adulthood. The new curriculum should put more efforts into the campaigns against gender discriminations. Drives should also be held to encourage girls to enter into traditionally male-dominated jobs such as the armed forces, engineering, and science-based professions. Laws should be enacted to ensure that there is an overall change of mind-sets. There should be strict laws against gender violence ranging from sexual harassment to rape. There should be laws that illegalize the high-rate of convictions as well as the perception about what the term masculinity means. Campaigns should promote the state of equal sharing of household responsibilities to give men more roles in parenting and caregiving of their children.
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